Pastor’s Annual Report – 2011

During 2011 I preached for 44 Lord’s Day services, at eleven of which we celebrated the Lord’s Supper. We had special services on Maundy Thursday, April 21st, and Easter Sunrise, April 24th, which this year the weather permitted us to hold outdoors in the Abington Cemetery.  Our Christmas Eve Candlelight service remains our most popular, with 50 worshippers this year.  The Reverend Robert Blackard supplied our pulpit for the five Sundays I was away.  Three of our Sunday services had to be cancelled this year because of adverse weather; snow cancellations on February 27th and October 30th, and hurricane Irene on August 28th.

On October 1st I was delighted to celebrate the wedding of two of our regular worshipers, Michael S. Orszulak and Barbara J. Yeager, of Woodstock, Connecticut.

We were privileged to celebrate the Sacrament of Baptism with two families of our church:  Matthew Allewyn Kruger (of Derik and Jennifer Kruger), born on January 15, 2009, was baptized on March 6th; and Matthew David Carter (of David and Allyson Carter), born on June 16th, 2011, was baptized on Christmas Day, December 25th.

  I had the sad duty to perform the memorial services for five members of our church and community; Dorothy Cooke Peck, age 76, on February 19th; Mildred Paine Seifert, age 90, on March 1st; Muriel Ann Klemola, age 72, on June 25th; Wayne Bruce Ayers, age 58, on July 30th; and Gerald Denis Page, age 85, on October 8th.  We commend their spirits to our Heavenly Father in the sure and certain hope of our resurrection to everlasting life.

I want to thank David Smutnick for continuing to coordinate the rental of our Tracy House.  At his suggestion I posted photos of the interior and exterior of the Tracy House on our website, with a link to a page inviting our community to utilize the Tracy House for family and community functions.

I want to thank Ethel and Jim Platt for compiling our “telephone tree,” in case of weather cancellations.  Be sure that the Platts have your current land-line or cell phone.

I added more photographs and historical documents to our church’s website:  www.abingtonchurch.org.  Some visitors have mentioned that they learned of our church because of the internet.  I also added a section where viewers can read my previous columns of our church newsletter.
I want to express my special thanks to Mr. Robert Sloat  for his uplifting music; to Ethel Platt for compiling and sending out our church newsletter; to David Smutnick for writing the checks; to Sylvia for the up-keep of the church; to the Trustees for maintaining our physical plant; to the Deacons for communion and other spiritual matters; and to the Ladies Guild for their sales and help.

Bruce Hedman, Pastor

